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of a philosophy. He left only the first sketch and the
unhewn materials of a systematic structure, and receives his
best tribute of honour from those who try to fill in the
design, and here and there add a sound stone at a weak
place.

It is perhaps with an undue disregard of the spirit of the
time, that I have shunned all criticism of Hegel. Prudence
alone would have withheld me from an attempt for which,
in spite of frequent study, I still distrust my competency.
But, besides this, Hegel's philosophy does not admit of
dismembering: the whole organism must be taken en masse,
to be understood at all; and though an Hegelian may
address to fellow-disciples a separate treatise on Morals or
on Logic, it is impossible for the stranger to appreciate its
reasons and its results, till he has received his complete
initiation: it hangs in the air for him, and he knows not its
relation to the solid world. The selection of Hegel, there-
fore, as the representative of metaphysic method (and he
could hold no other place), would have involved an en-
cyclopsedia of exposition, before reaching the margin of
Ethics at all: with the effect, not only of distorting the
treatment out of all proportion, but of giving no con-
ception of the mode in which systems of earlier renown
and protracted historical influence operated upon moral
doctrine. I would not, however, that my contentment
with a less ambitious aim should be mistaken for any in-
sensibility to the great and growing influence exerted by
Hegelian conceptions upon the thought and faith and feel-
ing of our time.